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Question 1: Methods of restrictions 

The methods applied by Austria in her import procedure are on the one 
hand individual licences without fixing of quotas, and on the other hand 
bilateral quotas fixed in accordance with the respective trade partner. 
No import prohibitions exist, nor is it foreseen to apply the two above-
mentioned methods separately on different products. On principle, indi
vidual licences and bilateral quotas cover therefore any commodity that 
has not been included in the liberalization lists. 

Question 2: Non-discriminatory administration of the restrictions 

Non-discriminatory administration of restrictions is warranted by 
agreements with the interested countries, particularly by the fixing of 
quotas. Consequently Austria is adhering to one of the methods foreseen 
under Article XIII, para 2(d) of the General Agreement on Tariffs and Trade 
(i.e. agreement with the supplier countries substantially interested in the 
relevant commodity). 

Question 3: Policy of discrimination 

Generally speaking, the countries with which Austria is dealing in 
foreign trade, may be divided into four groups, corresponding to the follow
ing four areas: 

1, European Payments Union. 
2c Sterling area, with the exception of the United Kingdom with its 

colonies and protectorates (these dependent territories as well as 
the United Kingdom itself belong to tho area of the EPU). 

3. Dollar area. 
4. All other territories. 

It is the aim of Austria's commercial policy to admit imports from 
these four groups on an as far as possible equal level. 

Payments possibilities provided by EPU make it possible to desist 
widely from quantitative import restrictions in trade with countries of the 
first group. In trade with Sterling Bloc countries that do not belong to 
the OEEC area, clearing opportunities through EPU have a most favourable 
effect. Licences are granted either within the framework of bilateral quotas 
or individually, taking these opportunities into consideration. 
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Restrictions applied by Austria in trade with countries of tire Dollar 
area during the period under survey, were a consequence of her Dollar bal
ance of payments. 

As far as countries of group 4-are concerned, it may be mentioned that 
clearing opportunities through EHJ exist in trade with Indonesia. Some time 
ago multilateral payments agreements were concluded with Argentina and Brazil. 

Question 4: Methods of discriminatory restriction 

In this connexion reference is made to the answer to Question 1, 
Austria's trade policy adheres strictly to the principle of applying the 
methods of restriction mentioned under that item to all four areas as 
equally as possible. 

As can be seen from the statistical survey enclosed and ustablished 
in accordance with Question 4, imports from all four areas cover a wide 
"̂ "nge. The individual differences in import values from these areas corres
pond in the main to natural conditions. 

Question 5: Measures taken to reduce the restrictions 

In trade with OEEC countries the liberalization rate was increased to 
83.5$. On 1 July 1955 a first liberalization list for imports from the 
Doxlar area was put into force, which frees 870 of 1953 import volume from 
quantitative restrictions. Thus there are two liberalization lists applied 
in Austria: one for the EPU area, the other for the Doliar area (USA and 
CANADA) . The enclosed statistical figures showthe rising trend of imports 
within the liberalized sector in trade 'v̂ith OEEC countries." Moreover it can 
be seen from these figures that a sizeable increase in imports from the Dollar 
p.rea was'registered in the cr.se of commodities included in the Dollar liberal
ization list. 

Question 6: Effects of discriminatory administration of the Restrictions 

Austrian authorities heve mr.de f 11 efforts to reduce to a minimum the 
damaging effects import restrictions might have. As the statistical survey 
established in answer to Question 4 shows, Austrian imports from all .zones 
increased during the past year, and the share of supplies from countries of 
the Dollar area registered the relatively highest increase. 

Question 7; Considerations affecting the source of the imports 

Austrian authorities- do not interfere with the choice- of supply sources 
and prefer to lecve it to considerations depending on market conditions. 
Especially the consideration of quoted prices is left on principle to inter
ested parties. ' The only cases where, a certain influence upon a contract may 
be envisaged, are those where, owing to high prices, additional difficulties 
in the balance of payments may be expected» 
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Question 8: Bilateral ..commitments. :.:... - ;:j . 

The bilateral agreements concluded by Austria pursue the aim to apply 
import restrictions,as foreseen at present, in agreement with the interested 
supplier countries. The method of bilateral agreements is resorted to if it 
is agreed with the interested country that the granting of individual li
cences without fixed quotas does not suffice. In trade with countries imports 
front-which fall under the liberalization lists.,. ..bilateral agreements are 
adapted to the actual liberalization rate on the basis of negotiations. At 
present Austria applies bilateral agreements with the following countries: 
Argentina, Brazil, Bulgaria, Canada, Chile, Cuba, Czechoslovakia, Denmark, 
Economic Union Belgium/Luxemburg, Egypt, Federal Republic of Germany, France, 
Greece, Hungary, Iceland, India, Indonesia, Ireland, Italy, Yugoslavia, the 
Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Portugal, Roumania, the Soviet Union, Sweden-, 
Switzerland, Turkey, Uruguay, and the United Kingdom. 

In the main, the agreements include lists of supply quantities according 
to commodities or commodity groups. In some of them payments regulations are 
also foreseen, and lately a trend has been revealed towards decentralizing 
bank business and putting payment possibilities on a multilateral basis. 

The enclosed statistical data give a picture of Austrian import trade 
on the basis of bilateral agreements. The data refer to particularly typical 
and important items,' ... ; *- ' '. 

It may be pointed out that in many cases quotas were "overdrawn". Even 
after quotas included in bilateral agreements have been exhausted, there is 
a tendency towards granting additional import licences for all trade partners, 
taking into account the balance-of-payments situation. 

Question 9: Import restrictions through, state trading 

In Austria there exist monopolies for tobacco (raw and manufactured) 
and tobacco products, salt and unprocessed alcohol. 

Only the Monopoly Administration is entitled to import tobacco and 
tobacco products. Purchases are made on foreign markets according to commer
cial principles, taking into account the trste of the public, and several 
supply sources are always taken into consideration. 

The Salt Monopoly has no actual impact on imports, since the supply from 
domestic enterprises suffices by far to cover inland demand. 

Imports of raw alcohol as v/ell as certain spirits (with the exception 
of rum, arrack, brandy and liqueurs) are likewise a prerogative of the 
Monopoly Administrâtion, Imports of spirits by private persons are admitted. 

In 1955 imports of Monopolies reached a value of approx. 256 million 
Schillings (total value of Austrian imports: approx. 23,000 million Schillings). 
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Question 10: Incidental protective effects of the restrictions 

Austrian statistics show that the import movement increased also in the 
restricted sector. By granting increased imports in accordance with the 
possibilities of the balance of payments, incidental protective effects were 
reduced. 

Question 11: i ction to avoid damage in trade of other contracting parties 

The method mentioned in the Questionnaire according to which foreign 
goods are to be admitted in minimum commercial quantities, is applied when
ever the balance-of-payments situation does not permit a more important 
import trade. Import of commercial samples and other samples has been 
facilitated considerably by Austrian legislation for quite a long time. 
Austria's participation in the International Convention for the facilitation 
of imports of commercial samples and commercial propaganda material, estab
lished within the framework of GATT, will put this policy of the country on 
a multilateral basis in future, 

Question 12: Current programme and the prospects 

No definite programme for future restriction policy has been foreseen. 
The general trend is towards expanding multilateralization, as can be seen, 
for instance, from the agreements concluded with Brazil and Argentina pro
viding for Austria's participation in the multilateral payment systems of 
those countries. At the same time, quantitative restrictions are continuously 
reduced. In trade with EPU countries the 9O70 liberalization rate has been 
surpassed and a further expansion of the Dollar liberalization list is fore
seen» 
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To Question 4 ) 

Import values in the years 

1954 1955 

Area 

OEEC member coun t r i e s . and 
t h e i r overseas t e r r i t o r i e s 

USA- and Canada 

S t e r l i n g a rea (without the 
OEEC ) 

Other t e r r i t o r i e s ( inc lud ing 
Eas tern Europe wi th) 

To ta l Import va lues 

in 1000 $ 

459.190 

64.790 

14.531 

114.820 
(59.529) 

653.331 

% of t o t a l 
imports 

70 .0 

9.9 

2.2 

17.9 
(9 .1) 

100 fo 

in 1000 $ 

617.553 

102.829 

20.376 

146.481 
(83.419) 

887.239 

% of t o t a l 
imports 

69.0 

11.6 

2 .3 

17 .1 
(9 .4) 

.. 100 % 

To Question 5 ) : 

1. Share of liberalization in commercial imports in 1955 
(without state trading and imports of electric current) 

. (OEEC) -

liberalized 
not liberalized 

Tota l 

in 1000 $ 

534.476 
75.130 

609.606 

Average share in % of l i b e r a l i z a t i o n in 1955 87.45 % 
(Bas i s : L i b e r a l i z a t i o n r a t e 83.5$) 

2 . Share of Dollar l i b e r a l i z a t i o n in commercial- imports in 1955 
(August t o December) 
(without s t a t e t r a d i n g and su rp lus goods) 
(USA and Canada) 

l i b e r a l i z e d 
not l i b e r a l i z e d 

To ta l 

in 1000 $ 

14.969 
23.425 

38.394 

Average share in % of Dol la r l i b e r a l i z a t i o n in t h e time August - December 1955 

... 39.38 
(Bas i s : L i b e r a l i z a t i o n r a t e 8%) 
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To Question 8 ) : 

Country 

Economic Union 
Belgium/Luxemburg 

Czechoslovakia 

.Federal Republic of. 
Germany 

France v : v ; ! ' ••--.—-»• • 

I t a l y 

Holland 

To ta l 
imports 

16.837 

15 » 181 

314.354 

39.969 

70,638 

24.280 

1955 
in 1000 Dol la r s 

.actual imports 
of commodities-

f a l l i n g under 
the quota system 

6.148* 

14.696 

64.792 

12.866* 

11.168** 

9.850* 

Percentage of 
imports on a 
quota system 

in t o t a l imports 

36.5 % 

96.8 % 

20.6 % 

32.2 % 

15.8 % 

40.6- %:•••• 

* Base: Contractual period 1954/55 

** Base: Contractual period 1955/56 


